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Solid Waste Division
751 Industrial Park Dr SE, Bemidji, MN 56601
Brian Olson, Solid Waste Director
brian.olson@co.beltrami.mn.us

Telephone:  218-333-8278



[bookmark: _GoBack]

April 23, 2025

COMMERCIAL WASTE GENERATOR


RE: Proposed 2026 Changes to Commercial Billing 
The solid waste division has been working on changing how we charge commercial businesses for processing and disposal of the waste generated.  This change would require a change to the Solid Waste Ordinance, with an effective date of January 1, 2026.
Currently:
Property which is assessed to have business on it is charged the minimum waste volume (Teir 1, $166.98).  The assessment is done by the assessor’s office.  This amount is then credited to the accounts that the Solid Waste Division invoices.  This is a legacy program. 
All businesses/haulers are required to report business waste volumes to this division monthly. 
All businesses are placed into a Tier, per the volume of waste reported by self-hauling or commercial hauler.  Self-haulers and Commercial Haulers must be permitted by this division before they can haul waste in Beltrami County.
This division currently tracks businesses/complexes and waste generated.
The commercial and residential waste should not be combined to track volumes.
[bookmark: _Hlk195529973]We encourage you to work with your hauler to get the right service for the volume of waste you produce.
Example:  Currently if you are a Tier II (Fee Schedule Below) and generate between 10-20 Cubic Yards (CY) that business pays for 20 CY of waste.  You then get charged a hauling fee from your commercial hauler, and one from the County.  A business that generates 12 CY of waste pays the same as a business that generates 19 CY.
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Proposed:
Commercial Property/Businesses are assessed a fee/special assessment ($150 Yearly/$12.50 Month) to be able to use our services.   Services include: 
· Disposal/Recycle the following materials at cost:  E-Waste, Lightbulbs, Tires, Appliances, Cooking Oil, ballasts
· Adopt-a-highway waste processing, disposal, and transportation.
· Single Sort Recycling (processing and transporting (Fiber/paper products, Glass Containers, Type 1,2 & 5 Plastic Food Containers, Metal food containers) processing and transportation. 
All businesses will pay for volume of waste generated by self-hauling or hiring a commercial hauler.  Self-haulers and Commercial Haulers must be permitted by this division before they can haul waste in Beltrami County.
Haulers will be charged for all business Municipal Solid Waste (MSW).
Commercial Haulers will charge the business for hauling and Tip Fee (Processing and Disposal) of the waste collected, this is the waste industry standard.  Businesses will no longer get an invoice from this Division/County.
Businesses will then pay for the volume a Commercial Hauler brings to the transfer station to the hauler or pay the transfer station directly when self-hauling.

The division will work with haulers that bring self-contained compactors to the transfer station:
· The hauler can pay the tip fee and then the hauler charges the business, or
· this division will send out invoices to the business.  
This division will no longer track businesses/complexes, instead we will track waste volumes.
We still encourage you to work with your hauler to get the right service for the volume of waste you produce.
We will hold an information session over zoom to answer any questions:
Brian Olson is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Topic: 2026 Beltrami County Commercial Billing Change
Time: May 7, 2025 08:30 AM Central Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting
https://beltramicounty.zoom.us/j/89184397300?pwd=yYHuGDbz2a2AOOLDPGBevlx7cxhUcT.1
Phone: 267-831-0333
Meeting ID: 891 8439 7300
Passcode: 123671
or please feel free to call/email Kari at 218-333-8105, kari.smith@co.beltrami.mn.us
 or Brian at 218-333-8278, brian.olson@co.beltrami.mn.us, if you have any questions.
After May 7th this division will make any final revisions to the ordinance, and schedule a public hearing.
Sincerely,

Brian Olson, Director
Beltrami County Solid Waste 
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Attachment A: 2025 Commercial Fee Schedule

TIER Yards SURCHARGE TOTAL QUARTERLY QUARTERLY QUARTERLY
LEVEL TAX CHARGE BASE CHARGE SURCHARGE TOTAL
1 516409 5289 S166.98 54102 5072 4175

2 524867 $8.68 5257.35 $6217 $217 6434
3 s41444 s1447 $103.61 $362 5107.23
4 $663.09 52315 516577 $579 S171.56
5 994,64 $36.04 $248.66 $9.01 5257.67
s $132619  $4631 $33155 $11.58 s3312
7 SL6STT4 $5789 $41443 $1447 542891
s 5198928 $69.46 49732 $1737 551469
9 5232083 $8404 $58021 $21.01

10 5265238 $9262 $663.09 $2315

1 5298393 $108.08 $745.98 $27.02

n $331547  S11577 582887 $2894

13 $364702  $12735 5377437 $911.76 $3184

14 $397857  $138.92 S4117.49 $994.64 $3473

15

17240 5579 s178.19

Tax formula = Tier 1 - 14 figured at center of tier (tonnage) multiplied by $34.05 X 17%.
Tier 15 -834.05 X 17%.

$3405  Being considered the fair market value per ton of refuse disposal.
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